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The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity   

20th September 2026 
 

In the name of the Lord Jesus we welcome you to St Nicholas Shepperton today. It 

is wonderful that you have chosen to worship here today. For centuries, people have 

gathered on this site to support each other, to laugh and cry together, to sing and 

pray and to come before God and be nourished and sustained at the altar. It is our 

hope that you will leave here today having been given a glimpse of God’s kingdom. 

Please join in where indicated in bold. 
 

Opening Hymn 409 

Lord, for the years  

Your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us,  

cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us,  

pardoned and provided: 

Lord of the years,  

we bring our thanks today. 

 

Lord, for the word,  

the word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts 

and sets our souls ablaze, 

teaches and trains, 

rebukes us and inspires us: 

Lord of the word, 

receive Your people’s praise. 

 

Lord, for our land  

in this our generation, 

spirits oppressed by pleasure,  

wealth and care: 

for young and old,  

for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land,  

be pleased to hear our prayer. 
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Lord, for our world  

where we disown and doubt You, 

loveless in strength,  

and comfortless in pain, 

hungry and helpless, 

lost indeed without You: 

Lord of the world,  

we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord for ourselves;  

in living pow’r remake us- 

self on the cross  

and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us,  

for the future take us: 

Lord of our lives,  

to live for Christ alone. 
   

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

The Lord be with you 

 and also with you. 
 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Words of Welcome and Introduction 
 
 

Invitation to confession 

My sisters and brothers to prepare ourselves to celebrate these 

sacred mysteries let us call to mind our sins: 
 

We hold a moment or two of silence 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that 

we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 

you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 

strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

As we sing the Gloria, the children are invited, if they wish to do so, to 

join the SNAP team in the Parish Centre where they will be able to take 

part in a bible story through the use of Godly Play.  They will rejoin us in 

the service as Communion is distributed. 

 

Gloria  

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.  
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on 

earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for 

your glory. 
  

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 

mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer.  
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Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest, 
  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
  

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

 

The Collect 

 Let us pray:  

Lord of creation, 

whose glory is around and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence 

and know your peace at our lives’ end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

First Reading  - A Reading from Exodus 16:2-15 

The Lord sends manna from heaven  
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against 

Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, 

“If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, 

when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have 

brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 

hunger.” 4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread 

from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and 

gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether 

they will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when 

they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they 

gather on other days.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the 

Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall 

see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining 

against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against 

us?” 8And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in 

the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because 

the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—

what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against 
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the Lord.” 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole 

congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has 

heard your complaining.’” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole 

congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, 

and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke 

to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; 

say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 

you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 

the Lord your God.’13In the evening quails came up and covered 

the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the 

camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 

wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the 

ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, 

“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to 

them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 

This is the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 

Second reading - A Reading from Philippians 1: 21-30 

Living is Christ and dying is gain; live worthy lives  
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the 

flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I 

prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 

and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh 

is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know 

that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and 

joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 

Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, 

I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by 

side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way 

intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 

destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he 

has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 

Christ, but of suffering for him as well— 30since you are having the 

same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 



 

 

7 

 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 629 

Teach me, my God and King, 

In all things thee to see; 

And what I do in anything 

To do it as for thee! 

 

A man that looks on glass, 

On it may stay his eye; 

Or if he pleaseth, through it pass, 

And then the heaven espy. 

 

All may of thee partake; 

Nothing can be so mean, 

Which with this tincture, 'for thy sake', 

Will not grow bright and clean. 

 

A servant with this clause 

Makes drudgery divine; 

Who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 

Makes that and the action fine. 

 

This is the famous stone 

That turneth all to gold; 

For that which God doth touch and own 

Cannot for less be told. 

 

         

Gospel Reading  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

The last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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Hear the holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 
Matthew 20: 1-16 The parable of the labourers in the vineyard 

20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2After 

agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them 

into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 

others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You 

also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So 

they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 

o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and 

found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 

standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 

evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call 

the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 

then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock 

came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the 

first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 

them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received 

it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he 

replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 

not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to 

you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 

me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will 

be first, and the first will be last.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

             Praise to you, O Christ. 
                

 Sermon  
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The Creed 

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 

Mary and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen.  
  

               

 Prayers of Intercession 
We offer our prayers with and for the People of God in every place.  
 

Lord hear us 

Lord Graciously hear us  
    

At the end of our prayers 

Merciful Father, 

    Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

    our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
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The Peace 

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith,  

heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace. 

 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 and also with you. 
 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

             Offertory Hymn  195 

 

A collection  for the mission and ministry of the parish will be taken during this 

hymn. Many people give regularly by standing order so do not put a gift into the 

bag each Sunday,  but we hope that everyone will contribute to the life of the 

church according to their own means. Thank you for your generosity.  

  From heaven you came, 

Helpless babe, 

Entered our world, 

Your glory veiled; 

Not to be served  

But to serve, 

And give Your life 

That we might live. 

Chorus 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

He calls us now to follow Him, 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to the Servant King. 

 

There in the garden 

Of tears, 

My heavy load 

He chose to bear; 

His heart with sorrow 

Was torn, 

'Yet not My will 

But Yours' He said. 

Chorus 
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Come see His hands 

And His feet, 

The scars that speak  

Of sacrifice,  

Hands that flung stars 

Into space 

To cruel nails 

Surrendered. 

Chorus 

 

So let us learn  

How to serve, 

And in our lives 

Enthrone Him; 

Each other's needs 

to prefer, 

For it is Christ 

We're serving. 

Chorus 
 
     

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness 

we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human 

hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness 

we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human 

hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

 Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

  The Lord be with you 

   and also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

       It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

The priest prays the Eucharistic prayer and we join together to sing .. 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might,       

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.                        

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  

                                                 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Please sit or kneel  
 

The priest recalls the Last Supper…. 
 

    Great is the mystery of faith 

    Christ has died 

  Christ is Risen 

     Christ will come again  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our Saviour has taught  

us let us pray: 

  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done,  

  on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread.  

  Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Lead us not into temptation  but deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

 Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei    

     We all join together to sing:  

   Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world 

    Have mercy on us      

   Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world 

   Have mercy on us   

   Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world             

      Grant us peace 
 

Giving of Communion 

 God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

 Jesus Christ is holy, 

 Jesus Christ is Lord,  

 to the glory of God the Father 

 

You are warmly invited to feast at the Lord’s table. If you are baptised and regularly 

take communion in your own church you are welcome to receive here at St 

Nicholas. Holy Communion is offered in both kinds, bread and wine, but you are 

free to receive in one kind only. If you wish to receive in both kinds, please do not 

dip the Eucharistic wafers into the wine. You are invited to receive a blessing if you 

do not take communion.  If you wish to receive a blessing, please keep your head 

bowed. 

 

Choir Anthem  

 

Hymn  144 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways! 

Re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 

in purer lives thy service find, 

in deeper reverence praise, 

in deeper reverence praise. 
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In simple trust like theirs who heard 

beside the Syrian sea,  

the gracious calling of the Lord, 

let us like them, without a word, 

rise up and follow thee, 

rise up and follow thee.  

 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above, 

where Jesus knelt to share with thee  

the silence of eternity, 

interpreted by love, 

interpreted by love!  

 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

till all our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and stress, 

and let our ordered lives confess 

the beauty of thy peace, 

the beauty of thy peace.  

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

O still small voice of calm, 

O still small voice of calm!   

 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, 

you have taught us through your Son 

that love is the fulfilling of the law: 

grant that we may love you with our whole heart 

and our neighbours as ourselves; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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  We join together to say  

Almighty God,  we thank you for feeding us with the body 

and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer 

you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us 

out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your 

praise and glory. Amen. 

 

NOTICES BEFORE THE FINAL HYMN. 
             

 

 Hymn 631 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

his holy name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

to children's children and for evermore! 

 

Please remain standing for the final Blessing 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

16 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Blessing  
 

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread,  

make you one in praise and love,  

and raise you up at the last day;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

You are invited to join us for coffee in the Parish 

Centre after the 10.00am  service. 

 

This morning, we thank Fr Stuart King,  

Parish Priest of St Matthew, Ashford  

and St Mary the Virgin, Stanwell 

for leading our service today.  

 

Also, many thanks to Michael Stevenson 

 for stepping in as our relief organist this morning.  

  

 


