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Seventh Sunday after Trinity
19th July 2026
In the name of the Lord Jesus we welcome you to St Nicholas Shepperton today. It
is wonderful that you have chosen to worship here today. For centuries, people have
gathered on this site to support each other, to laugh and cry together, to sing and
pray and to come before God and be nourished and sustained at the altar. It is our
hope that you will leave here today having been given a glimpse of God’s kingdom.
Please join in where indicated in bold.

Opening Hymn 108

Colours of day dawn into the mind,

the sun has come up, the night is behind.

Go down in the city, into the street,

and let's give the message to the people we meet.

Chorus

So light up the fire and let the flame burn,
Open the door, let Jesus return,

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow,
tell the people of Jesus, let his love show.

Go through the park, on into the town;

the sun still shines on; it never goes down.
The light of the world is risen again;

the people of darkness are needing our friend.
Chorus

Open your eyes, look into the sky,

the darkness has come, the sun came to die.
The evening draws on, the sun disappears,
but Jesus is living, and his Spirit is near.
Chorus

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.



Words of Welcome and Introduction

Invitation to confession

The Spirit of the Lord fills the world and knows our every word
and deed. Let us then open ourselves to the Lord and confess our
sins in penitence and faith.

Lord God,

we have sinned against you;

we have done evil in your sight.

We are sorry and repent.

Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing

and cleanse us from our sin.

Renew a right spirit within us

and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

As we sing the Gloria, the children are invited, if they wish to do so, to
join the SNAP team in the Parish Centre where they will be able to take
part in a bible story through the use of Godly Play. They will rejoin us in
the service as Communion is distributed.

Gloria
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for

your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

The Collect

Let us pray:

Generous God,

you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory

and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Reading - A Reading from Genesis 28: 10-19

Jacob’s dream at Bethel, the Gate of Heaven

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a
certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had
set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head
and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a
ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And

the LORD stood beside him and said, ‘| am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you
lie | will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall
be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the
families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your

offspring. Know that | am with you and will keep you wherever
you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you
until | have done what | have promised you.” Then Jacob woke
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from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the LORD is in this place—and | did
not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven.” So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took
the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar
and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the
name of the city was Luz at the first.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Second reading - A Reading from Romans 8 12-25
We cry “Abba Father”

'2So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live according to the flesh— "*for if you live according to the flesh,
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. "*For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. "*For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, “Abba! Father!” '®it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God,

'7and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be
glorified with him. '®l consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed
to us. "’For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing
of the children of God; *°for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of
God. **We know that the whole creation has been groaning in
labour pains until now; *and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. **For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen? *But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.
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This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Hymn 775

As Jacob with travel was weary one day,

At night on a stone for a pillow he lay;

He saw in a vision a ladder so high

That its foot was on earth and its top in the sky:
Chorus:

Alleluia to Jesus, who died on the tree,

And has raised up a ladder of mercy for me,

And has raised up a ladder of mercy for me.

This ladder is long, it is strong and well made,

Has stood hundreds of years and is not yet decayed;
Many millions have climbed it and reached Sion’s hill,
And thousands by faith are climbing it still:

Chorus

Come, let us ascend! All may climb it who will;

For the angels of Jacob are guarding it still:

And remember, each step that by faith we pass o’er,
Some prophet or martyr hath trod it before:

Chorus

And when we arrive at the haven of rest,

We shall hear the glad words, “Come up hither, ye blest,
Here are regions of light, here are mansions of bliss."
Oh, who would not climb such a ladder as this?

Chorus

Gospel Reading
Hear the holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 13.24-30,36-43
The parable of the wheat and the tares
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He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but
while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of
the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?”
He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
“Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No;
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with
them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of
the field.” He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds
are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of
the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect
out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in
the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



The Creed

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
We offer our prayers with and for the People of God in every
place.

Lord hear us
Lord Graciously hear us

At the end of our prayers

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The Peace
We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith,
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Offertory Hymn 159

A collection for the mission and ministry of the parish will be taken during this
hymn. Many people give regularly by standing order so do not put a gift into the
bag each Sunday, but we hope that everyone will contribute to the life of the
church according to their own means. Thank you for your generosity.

Father God, | wonder how | managed to exist
Without the knowledge of Your parenthood

and Your loving care

Now | am Your son, | am adopted in Your family
and | can never be alone

'Cause Father God, You're there beside me

| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises forever more
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises forever more

Father God, | wonder how | managed to exist
Without the knowledge of Your parenthood

and Your loving care

Now | am Your son, | am adopted in Your family
and | can never be alone

‘Cause Father God, You're there beside me

10



| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises forever more
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises forever more

| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises forever more
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises
| will sing Your praises forever more

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness
we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human
hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.

Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness
we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human
hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The priest prays the Eucharistic prayer and we join together to sing ..
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might,
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Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Please sit or kneel

The priest recalls the Last Supper....

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died

Christ is Risen

Christ will come again

The Lord’s Prayer

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our Saviour has taught
us let us pray

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Agnus Dei

We all join together to sing:

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Grant us peace

Giving of Communion

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father

You are warmly invited to feast at the Lord’s table. If you are baptised and regularly
take communion in your own church you are welcome to receive here at St
Nicholas. Holy Communion is offered in both kinds, bread and wine, but you are
free to receive in one kind only. If you wish to receive in both kinds, please do not
dip the Eucharistic wafers into the wine. You are invited to receive a blessing if you
do not take communion. If you wish to receive a blessing, please keep your head
bowed.

Anthem by Choir

Hymn 387

Let us break bread together on our knees.

Let us break bread together on our knees.

When | fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
Oh Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees.

Let us drink wine together on our knees.

When | fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
Oh Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us praise God together on our knees.
Let us praise God together on our knees.
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When | fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
Oh Lord, have mercy on me.
Prayer after Communion

Silence is kept.

Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life,
ever giving himself that the world may live: may we so receive
within ourselves the power of his death and passion that, in his
saving cup, we may share his glory and be made perfect in his
love; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.

We join together to say

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body
and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer
you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us
out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your
praise and glory. Amen.

NOTICES BEFORE THE FINAL HYMN.

Hymn 133

Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.
All is safely gathered in,

Ere the winter storms begin.

God our Maker doth provide

For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

All the world is God’s own field,
Fruit as praise to God we yield;
Wheat and tares together sown
Unto joy or sorrow grown;

First the blade and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear;
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Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.
For the Lord our God shall come,
And shall take the harvest home;
From the field shall in that day

All offences purge away,

Giving angels charge at last

In the fire the tares to cast;

But the fruitful ears to store

In the garner evermore.

Even so, Lord, quickly come,
Bring thy final harvest home;
Gather thou thy people in,

Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified,

In thy presence to abide;

Come, with all thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.

If you are able to, please remain standing for the final Blessing

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Blessing

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread,
make you one in praise and love,

and raise you up at the last day;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

You are invited to join us for coffee in the
Parish Centre after the 10.00am service.
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