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12® April 2026 - Second Sunday of Easter

In the name of the Lord Jesus we welcome you to St Nicholas Shepperton today. It
is wonderful that you have chosen to worship here today. For centuries, people have
gathered on this site to support each other, to laugh and cry together, to sing and
pray and to come before God and be nourished and sustained at the altar. It is our
hope that you will leave here today having been given a glimpse of God’s kingdom.
Please join in where indicated in bold.

Hymn 637

The day of resurrection!

Earth, tell it out abroad;

the Passover of gladness

the Passover of God!

From death to life eternal,
from earth unto the sky,

our Christ hath brought us over
with hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil,
that we may see aright

the Lord in rays eternal

of resurrection-light;

And listening to his accents,
may hear so calm and plain
his own ‘All hail’ and, hearing,
may raise the victor strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful,

and earth her song begin,

the round world keep high triumph,
and all that is therein;

Let all things seen and unseen

their notes of gladness blend,

for Christ the Lord hath risen,

our joy that hath no end.



In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Words of Welcome and Introduction

Invitation to confession
My sisters and brothers to prepare ourselves to celebrate these
sacred mysteries let us call to mind our sins:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

and against our neighbour

in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that
we may serve you in newness of life

to the glory of your name. Amen

The priest pronounces God’s forgiveness:
Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



Gloria

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for

your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

The Collect

Risen Christ,

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father. Amen.

Please sit

First Reading Exodus 14-10-end, |5, 20-21

Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt

At that time, says the Lord, | will be the God of all the families of

Israel, and they shall be my people.

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were
the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried

out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the
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wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is
this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let
us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to
serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said
to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the
deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord
will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me!? Tell
the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch
out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go
into the sea on dry ground. Then | will harden the hearts of the
Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so | will gain glory
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his
chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord,
when | have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and
his chariot drivers.”

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front
of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army
of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with
the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the
other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove
the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea
into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on
their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into
the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the
Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from
the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea,
so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their
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chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As
the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into
the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on
dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on
their right and on their left.

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work
that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the
Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her
hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and
with dancing. And Miriam sang to them:

“Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Second Reading Acts 2-14a, 22-32
Peter addresses the crowds, telling them of Christ’s Resurrection

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and listen to what | say.

‘You that are Israelites,listen to what | have to say: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power,
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held
in its power. For David says concerning him,

“l saw the Lord always before me,
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for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”

‘Fellow Israelites,* | may say to you confidently of our ancestor
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on
his throne. Foreseeing this, David* spoke of the resurrection of
the Messiah, saying,

“He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.”
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn 532

Open our eyes, Lord,

we want to see Jesus,

to reach out and touch him,
and say that we love him.
Open our ears, Lord,

and help us to listen.

Open our eyes, Lord,

we want to see Jesus.
(Repeat)

Gospel Reading

Jesus we love you, we worship and adore you,
Glorify your name in all the earth,

Glorify your name, Glorify your name,
Glorify your name in all the earth.



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.
John 20: 19-end Jesus appears to the disciples, and then Thomas

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so |
send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and
my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me! Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Glorify your name, Glorify your name,
Glorify your name in all the earth



Sermon

The Creed

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
We pray with and for the People of God in every place.

Lord hear us
Lord Graciously hear us

At the end of our prayers

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The Peace

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you.’

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

A collection for the mission and ministry of the parish will be taken during this
hymn. Many people give regularly by standing order so do not put a gift into the
bag each Sunday, but we hope that everyone will contribute to the life of the
church according to their own means. Thank you for your generosity

Hymn 53

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing
Praise to our victorious King,

Who hath washed us in the tide
Flowing from his pierced side;
Praise we him, whose love divine
Gives his sacred Blood for wine,
Gives his Body for the feast,

Christ the Victim, Christ the Priest.

Where the Paschal blood is poured,
Death’s dark angel sheathes his sword;
faithful hosts triumphant go

Through the wave that drowns the foe.
Praise we Christ, whose Blood was shed,
Paschal victim, Paschal Bread;

With sincerity and love

Eat we manna from above.
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Mighty Victim from above,
Conquering by the power of love;
Thou hast triumphed in the fight,
Thou hast brought us life and light.
Now no more can death appal,
Now no more the grave enthral:
Thou hast opened Paradise,

And in thee thy saints shall rise.

Easter triumph, Easter joy,
Nothing now can this destroy;
From sin’s power do thou set free
Souls new-born, O Lord, in thee.
Hymns of glory and of praise,
Risen Lord, to thee we raise;

Holy Father, praise to thee,

With the Spirit, ever be.

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest;
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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The priest prays the Eucharistic prayer and we join together fo sing ..
Holy, holy, holy Lord

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Please sit or kneel

The priest recalls the Last Supper....

Jesus Christ is Lord

Lord, by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

You are the saviour of the world.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Agnus Dei

We dll join together to sing:

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Grant us peace

Giving of Communion

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

You are warmly invited to feast at the Lord’s table. If you are baptised and regularly
take communion in your own church you are welcome to receive here at St
Nicholas. Holy Communion is offered in both kinds, bread and wine, but you are
free to receive in one kind only. If you wish to receive in both kinds, please do not
dip the Eucharistic wafers into the wine. You are invited to receive a blessing if you
do not take communion. If you wish to receive a blessing, please keep your head
bowed.

Anthem by Choir

Hymn 84

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,

That as you love so may | love,
And do what you would do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure;

Until my will is one with yours,
To do and to endure.
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Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fulfil my heart’s desire;

Until this earthly part of me
Glows with your heavenly fire.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
So shall | never die,

But live with you the perfect life
Of your eternity.

Prayer after Communion

Silence is kept.

Lord God our Father,

through our Saviour Jesus Christ

you have assured your children of eternal life
and in baptism have made us one with him:
deliver us from the death of sin

and raise us to new life in your love,

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

We join together to say

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we
were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us
home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us
grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share
Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring
life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the
world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so
we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth
live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

NOTICES BEFORE THE FINAL HYMN.
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Hymn

We want to see Jesus lifted high

A banner that flies across this land

That all men might see the truth and know
He is the way to heaven

(repeat)

We want to see, we want to see
We want to see Jesus lifted high
We want to see, we want to see
We want to see Jesus lifted high

Step by step we’re moving forward
Little by little taking ground

Every prayer a powerful weapon
Strongholds come tumbling down
and down and down

We’re gonna see, we’re gonna see
We’re gonna see Jesus lifted high

We’re gonna see, we’re gonna see
We’re gonna see Jesus lifted high

Please remain standing for the final Blessing

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Blessing

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. Amen.

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious
victory, give you joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen.

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the
risen Lord, empower you and fill you with Christ’'s peace. Amen.

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.

You are invited to join us for coffee in the
Parish Centre after this service.
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