2nd May, 2021– Easter 5.

All

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

All

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Invitation to confession
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice
by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and
true heart.
We pause for a time of silence.

All

Like Mary at the empty tomb,
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

All

Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
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All

Like Thomas in the upper room,
We are slow to believe.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The Absolution.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

All

Gloria in Excelsis
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people
on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we
worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you
alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God
the Father. Amen
The Collect

All

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as
by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by
your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ
our risen Lord.
Amen.
First Reading – Acts chap 8 v. 26 - 40
26

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
(This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it
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and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading
was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb
silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 33 In his
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 The
eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news
to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
All

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading

All

Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; I was dead, and
behold I am alive for evermore.
Alleluia.

All

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
John 15.1-8

Jesus said to his disciples: 1‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vine-grower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
3
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
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fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like
a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.’
All

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
We pray with and for the People of God in every place, and particularly the
people of St. Joseph, Enghien and St. Simon of Cyrene, Milange,Mozamibique.

These responses may be used
And at the end

All

All

All
All

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Merciful Father,
Accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

The Peace
The risen Christ came and stood among the disciples and said, “Pease be
with you”. Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Be present, be present,
Lord Jesus Christ,
our risen high priest;
make yourself known in the breaking of bread.
Amen.
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The Eucharistic Prayer

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

All

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you
thanks, Almighty and eternal Father, and in these days of Easter to celebrate
with joyful hearts the memory of your wonderful works. For by the mystery
of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered the powers of
death and hell and restored in men and women the image of your glory. He
has placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life
eternal. And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with
gladness, while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for
ever the hymn of your glory:
Holy, Holy, holy Lord. God of power and might, Heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and
wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread,
he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this
is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave
it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you the bread
of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until he
comes in glory.
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Great is the mystery of faith:
All

All

Christ has died;
Christ is risen;
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom
comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour
on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with Mary and
Nicholas and all the saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ,
and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:

All

All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one
bread.
Agnus Dei

All

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
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Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he
gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith
with thanksgiving.
(A prayer for personal and silent use before receiving communion)
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table. But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls washed through his most
precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us. Amen
The president and people receive communion.
Authorized words of distribution are used and the communicant replies Amen

Prayer after Communion
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen.
All

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still
far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and
living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of
glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give
light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to
praise your name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen
Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that
which is well-pleasing in his sight, and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.

All

Go in the peace of Christ.
Alleluia, Alleluia.
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