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Fifth Sunday after Trinity
5¢ July 2026

In the name of the Lord Jesus we welcome you to St Nicholas Shepperton today. It
is wonderful that you have chosen to worship here today. For centuries, people have
gathered on this site to support each other, to laugh and cry together, to sing and
pray and to come before God and be nourished and sustained at the altar. It is our
hope that you will leave here today having been given a glimpse of God’s kingdom.
Please join in where indicated in bold.

Opening Hymn 314

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light;

nor wanting , nor wasting, thou rulest in might -

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
"tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.



Words of Welcome and Introduction

Invitation to confession

My sisters and brothers to prepare ourselves to celebrate these
sacred mysteries let us call to mind our sins:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned
against you and against our neighbour in thought and
word and deed, through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault. We are truly sorry and
repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant
that we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of
your name. Amen

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Gloria
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for
your glory.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest,



For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

The Collect

Let us pray:

Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your
Spirit, and kindle in all who minister the gospel your countless
gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Reading - A Reading from Genesis 24 34-38, 42-49, 58-end
Rebekabh is called to be Isaac’s wife

So he said, ‘l am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed
my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks
and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and
donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master
when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master
made me swear, saying, “You shall not take a wife for my son
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land | live; but
you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife
for my son.”

‘| came today to the spring, and said, “O Lord, the God of my
master Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way |
am going! | am standing here by the spring of water; let the young
woman who comes out to draw, to whom | shall say, ‘Please give
me a little water from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me,
‘Drink, and | will draw for your camels also’—let her be the
woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.”

Before | had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah
coming out with her water-jar on her shoulder; and she went
down to the spring, and drew. | said to her, “Please let me drink.”
She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, “Drink,
and | will also water your camels.” So | drank, and she also
watered the camels. Then | asked her, “Whose daughter are
you?” She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom
Milcah bore to him.” So | put the ring on her nose, and the
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bracelets on her arms. Then | bowed my head and worshipped
the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham,
who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my
master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally
and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that |
may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” And they called
Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Will you go with this man?’ She said, ‘|
will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along
with Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah
and said to her,

‘May you, our sister, become

thousands of myriads;

may your offspring gain possession

of the gates of their foes.’

Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and
followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his
way.

Now lIsaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the
Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and
looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and
when she saw lIsaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said
to the servant, ‘Who is the man over there, walking in the field to
meet us? The servant said, ‘It is my master.” So she took her veil
and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that
he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent.
He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So
Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Second reading - A Reading from Romans 7 15-25a

Enslaved to the law of sin that lies within me

| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want,
but | do the very thing | hate. Now if | do what | do not want, |
agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer | that do it,
but sin that dwells within me. For | know that nothing good
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. | can will what is right, but |
cannot do it. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do
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not want is what | do. Now if | do what | do not want, it is no
longer | that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
So | find it to be a law that when | want to do what is good, evil
lies close at hand. For | delight in the law of God in my inmost
self, but | see in my members another law at war with the law of
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. Wretched man that | am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our
Lord! So then, with my mind | am a slave to the law of God, but
with my flesh | am a slave to the law of sin.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Hymn 448

Meekness and majesty,

manhood and deity,

in perfect harmony,

the Man who is God.

Lord of eternity

dwells in humanity,

kneels in humility and washes our feet.

Chorus

O what a mystery,
meekness and majesty,
Bow down and worship
for this is your God,
this is your God

Father's pure radiance,
Perfect in innocence,

Yet learns obedience

To death on a cross.
Suffering to give us life,
Conquering through sacrifice,
And as they crucify

Prays: "Father forgive."
Chorus



Wisdom unsearchable,

God the invisible,

Love indestructable

In frailty appears.

Lord of infinity,

Stooping so tenderly,

Lifts our humanity

To the heights of His throne.
Chorus

Gospel Reading

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy

burdens, and | will give you rest
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Hear the holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord

Matthew || 16-19, 25-end: For my yoke is easy

‘But to what will | compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the market-places and calling to one another,

“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed,
and you did not mourn.”

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a
demon”; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
“Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’

At that time Jesus said, ‘| thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by
my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him.



‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
We offer our prayers with and for the People of God in every
place.

Lord hear us
Lord Graciously hear us

At the end of our prayers

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace
‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name,’
says the Lord, ‘there am | in the midst of them.’

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn 310

| heard the voice of Jesus say

‘Come unto me and rest;

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
Thy head upon my breast:’

| came to Jesus as | was,

Weary, and worn, and sad;

| found in him a resting-place,

and he has made me glad.

| heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘Behold, | freely give

the living water, thirsty one,

Stoop down, and drink, and live:’

| came to Jesus, and | drank

Of that life-giving stream:;

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in him.



| heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘l am this dark world’s Light;

Look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright:’

| looked to Jesus, and | found

In him my Star, my Sun;

And in that light of life I’ll walk
Till travelling days are done.

A collection for the mission and ministry of the parish will be taken during this
hymn. Many people give regularly by standing order so do not put a gift into the
bag each Sunday, but we hope that everyone will contribute to the life of the
church according to their own means. Thank you for your generosity.

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness
we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human
hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.

Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness
we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human
hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The priest prays the Eucharistic prayer and we join together fo sing ..
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Holy, holy, holy Lord

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

Please sit or kneel
The priest recalls the Last Supper....

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died

Christ is Risen

Christ will come again

The Lord’s Prayer

Looking for the coming of his kingdom, as our Saviour has taught
us let us pray

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
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Agnus Dei

We dll join together to sing:

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Have mercy on us

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world
Grant us peace

Giving of Communion

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father

You are warmly invited to feast at the Lord’s table. If you are baptised and regularly
take communion in your own church you are welcome to receive here at St
Nicholas. Holy Communion is offered in both kinds, bread and wine, but you are
free to receive in one kind only. If you wish to receive in both kinds, please do not
dip the Eucharistic wafers into the wine. You are invited to receive a blessing if you
do not take communion. If you wish to receive a blessing, please keep your head
bowed.

Anthem by Choir

Hymn 625

Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;

take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King.

Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee
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Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would | withhold;
Take my intellect, and use

every power as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine:
it shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart; it is thine own:
it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love; my Lord, | pour
at thy feet its treasure-store.
Take myself, and | will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Prayer after Communion
Silence is kept.

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,

that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered

by your governance, that your Church may joyfully serve you in
all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We join together to say
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body
and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer
you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us

out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your
praise and glory. Amen.

NOTICES BEFORE THE FINAL HYMN.
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Hymn 305

| danced in the morning

When the world was begun,
And | danced in the moon

And the stars and the sun;

And | came down from Heaven
And | danced on the earth;

At Bethlehem | had my birth.

Chorus

Dance then, wherever you may be

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,

And Pll lead you all wherever you may be,
And P’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.

| danced for the scribe

And the pharisee,

But they would not dance
And they wouldn’t follow me.
| danced for the fishermen,
For James and John -

They came with me

And the dance went on.
Chorus

| danced on the Sabbath

And | cured the lame;

The holy people

Said it was a shame.

They whipped and they stripped
And they hung me on high,

And they left me there

On a cross to die.

Chorus
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| danced on a Friday

when the sky turned black.

It’s hard to dance

with the devil on your back.

They buried my body

and they thought I’d gone

but | am the dance and 1 still go on.
Chorus

They cut me down

And | leapt up high;

I am the life

That’ll never, never die.

I’ll live in you

If you live in me;

| am the Lord of the Dance said he.
Chorus

If you are able to, please remain standing for the final Blessing

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Blessing

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend
you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace;

And the + Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit be with you and those whom you love, this day and
evermore. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

You are invited to join us for coffee in the Parish
Centre after the 10.00am service.
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