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St. Nicholas Church, Shepperton  

Sunday 11th May 2025 at 11.30am in the Church 

AGENDA 

VESTRY MEETING  

1. Election of Churchwardens  

 

2.  A.O.B. 

 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

1. Prayer 

2. Apologies for Absence 

3. Approval of Minutes of the APCM of 12th May 2024 

4. Reports on the year 

 i)   PCC Treasurer’s report and presentation of accounts 

ii)   Report on the activities of the PCC 2024/25 

iii)  Churchwardens’ Fabric report 

 iv)  Spelthorne Deanery Synod report 

  v)  Safeguarding Officer’s report 

    vi)  Friends of St Nicholas Church report 

 vii)  Bereavement Café report 

 viii) Little Fishes Report 

  ix) Shepperton Parish Charities Report 

  x) Rector’s Report  

5. Electoral Roll Officer’s Report 

6. The Parish Centre – Chairman’s Report and overview of accounts for 2024 

 7.   Elections to the Parochial Church Council (4 members)  

 8.   Appointment of Auditors to the Council 

 9.  Open microphone 

10.  Any Other Business (previously notified) 
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Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 of St Nicholas Church, Shepperton 

 

held on Sunday 12th May 2024 

 

Vestry Meeting 

The Rector welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with a prayer. 

Election of Churchwardens 

The only nominations that had been received were for John Child and Doris Neville-Davies. They 

were therefore elected nem con. The Rector expressed thanks for the work they had done and 

their support for her over the past year. 

It was sad that no one else had come forward so Doris was prepared to serve for a further year. 

John would also be stepping down at the end of the coming year so the Rector asked if 1 or 2 

people could shadow as Assistant Churchwardens. There being no other business, the Vestry 

Meeting was closed. 

  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

  

• Apologies for absence were received from Sharon and Jonathan Fish, Maggie Hammond , 

Elizabeth Greenwood,  and Alan and  Natasha Green.  

 

• Approval of the Minutes of the APCM of 14th May 2023 These were contained in the booklet 

distributed prior to the meeting. There being no amendments they were approved nem con 

Proposed by Susan Smith and Seconded by Carole Walsh. 

 

• Reports for the year. It was not considered necessary for these to be read out as they were 

contained in the booklet.  

 

• PCC Treasurer’s Report and presentation of accounts. The accounts had already been 

approved by the PCC and it was therefore not necessary for the APCM to do so. Questions 

and comments were invited. Doris Neville-Davies said what a wonderful job the Treasurer 

had done over the past year. The Rector thanked the Treasurer officially, her reports were 

very clear. She had also had a lot of extra work to do on grant applications for the Tower, 

particularly in the paperwork needed to get the various bodies to release the money. 

 

• Report on the activities of the PCC 2023-24. There were no questions or comments. The 

Rector asked the meeting to record her thanks to the work that the PCC Secretary had 

carried out over the past year. 

 

• Fabric Report from Churchwardens.  There were no questions. The next quinquennial 

inspection was due this Thursday (16th May). If there were no problems, then they will get 
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quotes for interior redecoration next year. The Rector asked that the meeting record its 

thanks to the Churchwardens.  

 

• Spelthorne Deanery Synod Report. There were no questions or comments arising. The 

Rector recorded thanks to our two Deanery Synod representatives, Guy Blythman and Jo 

Child. 

 

• Safeguarding Officer’s Report. There were no questions. Thanks were recorded to Susan 

Smith, our Safeguarding Officer. Thanks were also due to Lynn Sutton Bunnell who is our 

DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) evidence checker for her work in ensuring that 

members of the PCC had the correct documentation. 

 

• Friends of St Nicholas’s Church Report. The Rector took the opportunity to thank Maggie 

Hammond and all the other Frends for their support of the work on the Tower during the 

year. The £25,000 donation was amazing enabling work to start. Thanks were also due to the 

Diocese for their £50,000 emergency loan.  

 

• Bereavement Café Report This was a valuable organisation and their work was part of 

pastoral life. There were no questions or comments. Princess Alice Hospice run training 

courses several times a year so, if you want to volunteer, please see Angie Enock-Shore. The 

Rector thanked those who had volunteered over the year. 

 

• Rector's Report.  Questions were invited. Hilary said that the report referred to the Mission 

Action Plan, but she could not see it in the report booklet. The Rector said that the plan had 

been omitted in error. There was a separate piece of paper with it on which had been 

circulated. 

 

• Church Tower. Ward and Co had been fantastic as contractors for the tower restoration and 

had been very considerate of church life. The fund-raising events which had been held had 

been a lot of fun however, the Rector was pleased to announce that they were now closing 

the tower fund as they had met the target and didn't need any more events which were 

specifically for the tower. This had been a tremendous effort from the congregation and we 

had reached the amount we needed much sooner than we had initially thought.  

 

• Mission Action Plan. The rector and the PCC would discuss this at their July meeting. The 

two main priorities had been the restoration of the tower and children and families. Now that 

the tower restoration had been completed, the PCC would look to see what aim would 

replace this and what further development of children and families would be needed.  

 

• Electoral Roll Officer's report. The previous year’s number on roll had been 144. The count 

at the end of this year was 150 and therefore there had been a slight increase. There were no 

questions. 

 

• Parish Centre Committee Report. There were no questions. Mike Wood, Chair of the 

committee spoke to the report. They desperately needed a handyman and had been asking 

for a volunteer for several years without success. They would now break down the tasks so 
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people could sign up for individual tasks. A list would be placed on the church door. They 

needed more people to join the committee. This was both for new ideas and because the 

existing members would be giving up over the next few months and years. Meetings were 

held every eight to ten weeks. Julia Jelly had retired as the centre manager and they needed 

somebody to take over. The Rector and the Chair offered grateful thanks to Julia for all her 

work over the years and a small presentation was made. 

 

• Elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC). Members were elected on a rolling three 

years programme. Three people had therefore stepped down as their three year term was 

over. They now had to have at least a year before they could stand again. Stepping down 

were Alastair Naish, Alan Green and Lynn Sutton-Bunnell. The Rector thanked them for 

everything they had done for the PCC and for the Parish. There were therefore three 

vacancies plus one carried over from last year who could serve for one year. The only 

nomination was Tori Waterhouse and so she was duly elected as a PCC member. 

 

• The Rector said that it was quite disappointing that only one person had stepped up to 

contribute to the governance of the parish. It was an opportunity to be part of the decision 

making which was needed. The Rector would be discussing it with the PCC and with 

members of the congregation. Is it a ministry that God might be calling you to? The Rector 

asked congregation members to pray over the next few weeks if they thought they wanted to 

volunteer. Hilary Dyer spoke supporting what the rector had said. PCC meetings were not 

onerous. The meeting was run quickly, only took place bi-monthly and got things done. 

 

• Appointment of Auditors John Child had written to Heather Powell asking if she would be 

willing to audit the 2024/25 accounts but had not yet received a reply. 

 

• Open Mic The Rector asked if anyone wanted to speak or ask questions on any aspect of 

Church Life. There were no questions or comments. 

 

• Any Other Business (previously notified to the PCC Secretary) There was none. 

 

• The Rector declared the meeting closed at 12:15pm and thanked everyone for coming. 
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St Nicholas Church – Annual Report for 2024 - 2025 

The PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent, in promoting in the parish the 

whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  It also has overall 

responsibility for the Parish Centre but has delegated the day-to-day running of the centre to a 

Management Committee. 

Membership 

During the year the following served as members of the PCC: 

Incumbent   The Reverend Carole George       from September 2021 

Churchwardens   John Child              from October 2020 

     Doris Neville Davies         from May 2023 – 2025 

 

Representatives on the  Jo Child             from 1st July 2023 – 30th June 2026 

Deanery Synod   Guy Blythman   from 1st July 2023 – 30th June  2026  

    

Elected Members   Angie Enock-Shore  from May 2022 – 2025 

    Elizabeth Harrow  from May 2024 - 2025 

    Fiona Stevens             from May 2022 – 2025  

    Gary Davies   from May 2023 – 2026    

    Colin Barnard   from May 2023 – 2026    

    Hilary Dyer   from May 2023 – 2026  

    Hilary Grimes   from May 2024 – 2027 

    Mark Steptoe     from May 2024 – 2027 

    Tori Waterhouse  from May 2024 – 2027 

 

 

Ex Officio   Nik Cook (St Nicholas School) from Sept 2021 

Treasurer   Kathy Hodge    from Sept 2015 

Secretary   Mark Steptoe    from May 2022 

 

 

} 

 
Retiring 

2025 

  

 

 2024 
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Report of PCC Meetings for the Year 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 

The PCC is the formal governing body for the Parish. Important matters affecting the running of 

the Parish have to be formally agreed by the PCC. In addition, other matters are openly discussed, 

and a policy decision or steer is made. Meetings are alternately chaired by the Rector and one of 

the Churchwardens. All meetings start with an act of worship and conclude with the Grace. The 

members of the PCC include its activities in their regular prayer life and we would ask parishioners 

to do likewise. 

The PCC meets every other month and met 6 times in 2023/24. We welcomed Victoria 

Waterhouse, Elizabeth Harrow and Mark Steptoe as new members. Mark had previously attended 

PCC meetings ex-officio as PCC Secretary, a role he continued. 

Most of the matters dealt with at PCC are dealt with in other reports to this annual meeting so 

they need not be discussed here.  

The Quinquennial Inspection took place. This takes place every five years and looks at the fabric of 

the Church and suggests improvements that need to be made. We are still working through the 

priority of the work to be carried out and how this should be funded. 

The Archdeacon’s Visitation also took place which is a governance audit. We came out fairly well 

although as always there are a number of recommendations made which we are working our way 

through. 

 The PCC agreed the financial statements and that our contribution to the Common Fund (our 

contribution to the diocese) should be increased by 9.9%. A Stewardship Campaign was agreed and 

members of the congregation encouraged to join the Parish Giving Scheme. This saved the parish 

administration and gave an option of automatically increasing the monthly contribution by a 

measure of the cost of living. The Campaign has now concluded. 

The three-year term on the PCC of Angie Enock-Shore and Fiona Steven concludes this year along 

with Elizabeth Harrow. We are very grateful for everything they have done, and we are therefore 

looking for at least three members of the electoral roll to put themselves forward for election. 

John Child also concludes his term as Churchwarden after five years and he will be sadly missed. 

 

Mark Steptoe 

PCC Secretary 

11th May 2025 
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Electoral Roll Officer’s Report 2025 

At the last APCM there were 144 names on the electoral roll. Since then there has been 

complete revision of the roll which now stands at 116. 

Doris Neville-Davies  

Electoral Roll Officer  
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St Nicholas Church & Parish Centre Fabric Report 2024/25 

 

As a result of the Archdeacon’s Visitation in November, it became clear that the Churchwardens are responsible 

not only for the fabric of the Church but also of the Parish Centre, so this year more details are included in this 

report. 

A S Ashcroft of Walton completed the final work on the Tower by covering most of the louvres in the bell 

chamber to ensure no future ingress of water would affect the bells or the clock. This work had been 

recommended by the Guildford DAC Bell Advisor, ( a local ringer) who inspected the bells in May. 

Ian Angus, our diocesan architect, undertook his Quinquennial Inspection of the Church in May. His detailed 

report on work to be carried out over the next five years (which included the recommendation that a structural 

engineer investigate masonry repairs to the Chancel East gable wall & the North transept north wall) was 

considered by the PCC. 

 

Routine maintenance of the Church gutters and those of the Rectory have been carried out as well as those of 

the Parish Centre. Fire extinguishers in both buildings were serviced together with all portable appliances (PAT 

testing). The five yearly electrical inspection of the Parish Centre was undertaken by CES and a number of minor 

defects remedied. Both boilers have had their annual service. We wish to record our gratitude to Phil Lavier who 

has undertaken a number of maintenance issues in the Parish Centre. 

Churchyard working parties met twice during the year and attracted over 20 volunteers of all ages in helping to 

curb the vigorous growth of many of the shrubs. It is planned to repeat this exercise during 2025. 

The churchwardens wish to express their gratitude to our loyal band of church cleaners, who ensure the Church 

is in a pristine condition and to Neville who cuts the grass and keeps our churchyard in excellent condition. 

 

 

John Child & Doris Neville Davies 
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Spelthorne Deanery Report 2024 

Spelthorne Deanery Synod met three times to consider current matters within the Anglican 

Church. Meetings also provide opportunities for sharing news and enjoying fellowship with clergy 

and lay representatives from the eleven churches in the Spelthorne Deanery. The current three 

year term began on 1st July 2023. We have been reminded that there is a lot of advice and support 

available from the Diocese of London. Clergy moves within the Deanery – Rev Michael Burley, 

vicar of Christ Church Staines, retired on 31st March. Fr Julius Anozie was inducted as vicar of St 

Hilda’s Ashford on 16th December. Rev Johnny Lawes completed his curacy at All Saints, Laleham 

and has been appointed as an Associate Vicar for a term of two years. Annual Finance meetings 

were hosted by Archdeacon Richard Frank & Rev Mary Spredbury (Diocesan Finance Officer) 

During the year reports were given by Nick Wood-Dow on issues discussed at the London 

Diocesan Synod. The speakers and themes of the three meetings during 2024 were: Oliver Home, 

recently appointed as General Secretary for the Diocese of London, described his role which 

includes acting as Chief Executive of the London Diocesan Fund, serving as secretary to the 

Diocesan Synod and responsibility for supporting the Vision of the Diocese of London, overseeing 

the teams working on each strategy and managing 100 staff. Tina English from the charity 

“Embracing Age” based in Richmond, gave an interesting and lively presentation to the June meeting 

and described how rewarding ministry to the older generation can be. She mentioned that there 

are 11 care homes in Spelthorne and 22 churches of all denominations, and her charity aims to 

encourage and equip churches to adopt a local care home – to care for both its residents and staff. 

At the October meeting Mrs Mirjam Ngoy-Verhage, London Diocese Discipleship Enabler spoke 

on the subject “Deepening Discipleship within our Church Communities”. Her role ties in with the 

Vision 2030 and the encouragement of Confident Disciples. She provided some very helpful material 

for parish use and recommended us to refer to: https://www.london.anglican.org/church-and-

parish-support/confident-disciples/  

Area Dean – Rev Carole George  

Lay Chair – Mr Norman Head 
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Safeguarding Report  2024-2025 

I am happy to report that during the last year there have been no safeguarding situations that have 

required advice from either the Diocese or local social services.  As a general reminder, there is a 

very specific flowchart that the Diocese asks us to follow for any concerns raised.  It should also 

be noted that any issues raised do not necessarily trigger an immediate third-party involvement – 

our Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor (Caryn Weber) will always advise on what is an appropriate 

course of action in the first instance. 

In July 2024, I attended a very pleasant social event organised by Bishop Emma’s office for all Parish 

Safeguarding Officers in the area.  This was held at St Stephen’s Church, Twickenham and I found 

it to be highly valuable hearing direct from other PSOs and from both Bishop Emma and our own 

DST, Caryn Weber. The monthly online ‘Safeguarding Drop In Sessions’ also continue to be well 

attended and a good discussion forum. 

We continue to work our way through the rather challenging Parish Safeguarding Dashboard. This 

is an online tool for tracking all our training and safeguarding procedures from which there is no 

hiding!  

The Diocese offers many excellent online safeguarding courses. Churchwardens and PCC members 

need to undertake specific training but the Diocese recommends anyone who holds a role within 

the church are encouraged to complete at least the Basic course.  The courses can be found at  

https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/. 

As always, a reminder that the issue of safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  So do please raise 

any concerns privately with either Rev. Carole or myself – my details are available via the Parish 

Office/website. 

 

Susan Smith  

Parish Safeguarding Officer 

May 2025 

 

 

  

https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/
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Report on The Friends of St Nicholas 2024 

We have had a quieter year. We are all ageing, especially our committee, and are having to slow 

down. Our committee are all over eighty, except for one stalwart member, and two of us have 

husbands with serious health issues. Hence, sadly we are looking to wind down this year. Hopefully, 

there will be some younger people who will come forward to pick up the torch, but that is not 

clear at this point. However, this year we held our popular new years day lunch, a winter supper 

in February, and the very successful meeting with Nick Pollard, when he gave a  

fascinating talk on the history of St.Nicholas to a crowded church. Thank you Nick.  

We are organising a concert with the ever popular Weybridge Male Voice Choir in church on May 

17th. which we hope you will support. This summer, there will garden tea parties which will be 

advertised to members. 

As always, huge thanks to Julia Jelley, who soldiered on in spite of a house move and endless building 

issues, to Hilary Grimes, our wonderful treasurer, and Wendy Jay, both of whom have family health 

issues, and Liz Davies, our youngest and fittest committee member.  

We have around £9000 in the bank, which is an achievement for our slimmed down programme.  

 

Maggie Hammond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bereavement Café Report 2024 

 

St Nicholas Bereavement Café continues to run smoothly thanks not only to the loyalty of its 

Volunteers but also to the support of the Parish Centre Team which makes our gatherings possible.  

Thanks to a Donation from Aurora Rotary we can continue to contribute to Parish Centre funds.  

 
We have a core of female attendees. The two who have been with us from the start, we are trying 

to encourage into helping roles.  Among the more recent Visitors have been three males and we 

are fortunate in having a male Volunteer available to support them.  

 

We now hope to re-instate a monthly ‘Walk and Talk’ by linking up with Elmbridge Wellbeing 

Walks which run almost daily throughout the year.  

 

The Princess Alice Hospice Bereavement Co-ordinator arranges Link meetings with other local 

Cafes where we can share ideas for best practice. 

 

Angie Enock-Shore 
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Little Fishes Report 

 

This group for Babies, Toddlers and Carers has been running for three years in May and meets 

twice a month in the Church. It is a friendly, casual group run by seven lady volunteers from our 

congregation, with three or four being present at any one time.  

 

As well as Mums, we have other carers attending, including grandmas and even a great grandma! 

Drinks and cake are on hand for the adults while the children are given fresh fruit. The adults are 

able to chat to one another while the children play on the floor with a wide selection of toys.   

 
Simon Shutt pops in occasionally and brings to life a Bible story helped by one of his puppets.  If 

Rector Carole or Sue are present they may give us a ‘Thought for the Day’ and we always sing near 

the end of the session.  

 

Some of the carers attending have made good friends that they meet at other times and some of 

the children have been baptised here at St Nicholas and come on a regular basis to Church services. 

 

In the near future we are going to be running the group once a week so we are now needing to 

recruit a few more volunteers.  If anyone would like to help us (you would be on a rota so not 

committed every week) please get in touch with Sue Wood or Hilary Dyer. 
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Shepperton Parish Charities Annual Report 2024 

Due to a banking hiccup at the end of 2023, we were temporarily unable to access the funds for 

distribution.  We regained limited access in 2024, and updates to all accounts are continuing, to 

maintain a smooth process into the future. 

 

The following distributions have been made since the last APCM : 

 

Jubilee Church - Bags of Food - general donation for foodbank 

 

Homestart - general donation for local families in need 

 

Manor Mead - wheelchair accessories for a pupil 

Manor Mead - general donation for pupils with special needs 

 

Greeno Centre - 50% of the cost of an interactive table for group and individual cognitive 

exercises. 

 

Communications are being re-established with local schools, churches and charities. 

 

If anyone wishes to apply for a grant we can be reached at sheppertonparishcharities@gmail.com 

Contacts  

Administrator:  Tori Waterhouse  

 

Trustees:     Carole George  

                   Fiona Stevens  

                   Allan Hodge 

 

Tori Waterhouse & Fiona Stevens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sheppertonparishcharities@gmail.com
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Rector’s Report to the APCM January – December 2024 

Once again, 2024 has been a busy one in the life of the parish of St Nicholas.  It is when I sit down 

to review the year, I realise how much we do as a parish.  

We began the year, on Epiphany Sunday, with a visit from our area Bishop Emma Ineson, the Bishop 

of Kensington, as she not only celebrated Epiphany with us but also the completion of the 

restoration of the Tower. The day was even more memorable as it coincided with the 20th 

anniversary of Rev Elizabeth Greenwood so the Bishop was able to bless not only the tower, but 

Elizabeth’s long ministry too. Many congratulations and thanks to Elizabeth for her valuable and 

valued ministry amongst us.  

Looking into 2025 there are plenty of projects within the church building which will need our 

attention. Firstly, we hope to  be able to improve  the sound and projection facilities within the 

church. Following our 5 yearly quinquennial inspection some internal repair work was identified. 

We are currently working with our architect to tender for some structural stitching to parts of the 

interior and the re-decoration of the church. This will necessitate some fundraising but until the 

work has been tendered, we will not know the approximate cost. I ask for your prayers and 

fundraising support and ideas as we embark on another fundraising campaign! 

Services 

The 8am congregation continue to meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month and our  midweek 

Eucharist (generally on the third Tuesday of each month at 10.30am) has gained  a committed, 

faithful following.  We join together after this service for coffee and fellowship – do come along 

and join us once a month. 

I strongly believe in there being different seasons to our church life and felt that in order to spread 

the message of the gospel more effectively, we needed to make some changes to our Sunday 

services.  After discussion with the PCC about some possible changes, the 11.15am service held its 

last meeting in July, followed by a party on the rectory lawn to celebrate the many years this service 

had been running.   I want to take the opportunity to publicly thank the leaders of this service for 

their commitment to it over the years.   

Ending this service gave us some flexibility, and in September we launched our new Sunday service 

schedule.  Our parish Eucharist is now held at 10am, enabling some of the older and less mobile 

members of our congregation to join us. Each week now includes SNAP - a dedicated teaching slot 

based on Godly Play for our younger members, where the children spend some time in the parish 

centre during the 10.00am service  My thanks go to Rev Sue Wood and the team leading this, 

including some of the leaders who previously led the 11.15am service.  The sessions have proven 

to be very popular with both the children and families and it has been lovely to welcome some new 

families to church this year.  

Alongside this, on the 4th Sunday of each month we introduced a more informal Eucharist where 

the whole church family worship together.  This too has proven to be popular with increasing 

numbers attending. Change can be difficult for some but with much prayer, St Nicholas continues 

to be a vibrant , growing, worshipping community. How do you measure success in a church 

environment?  A difficult question to answer but the Holy Spirit certainly seems to be working 

within our church community! 
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Confirmation service – in November we once again welcomed the Bishop of Kensington, Emma 

Ineson to St Nicholas as she confirmed members of both our own congregation and those from St 

Dunstan’s in Feltham. It was a wonderfully joyous occasion as we supported those who were 

making their public affirmation of belief in Jesus Christ.  If you wish to find out more about being 

Confirmed later this year, I would be delighted to explain more about what it entails.    

Our young people 

The success of Little Fishes, our baby and toddler group, has continued. Last year saw its frequency 

double to twice a month, and as I write we are planning on expanding to run on a weekly basis in 

the very near future. We have a very dedicated band of volunteers who help on a rota basis but as 

it moves to weekly sessions, we do need more people to help out.  If you think you could offer 

help, do talk to Rev Carole. It’s a small, very friendly group, meeting in the church, for a time of 

play, singing and fellowship and an opportunity to meet other little ones in our neighbourhood. If 

you  have, or look after, pre-school children do come along and join us one Wednesday – no need 

to book. Tell your neighbours about it too!  

Schools – Once again, I have been very encouraged this year by our continuing involvement with 

all of the schools in the parish.  Both Rev Sue and myself regularly visit St Nicholas School taking 

assemblies, leading Year group Eucharist’s and teaching through Godly Play. The church has 

welcomed each year group and their parents into church for Christmas and Easter celebrations 

and individual year groups visit for curriculum based learning. I welcome Halliford School into 

church  for their Christmas and Easter celebrations and have enjoyed visits to both Manor Mead 

and Thamesmead schools to join them in their Harvest and Christmas celebrations. This is an 

invaluable piece of Christian outreach into the community as we tell the good news of the gospel 

to young people who may never have had the opportunity of hearing this message before.   

The Shepperton beavers once again visited the church to learn about its history and what happens 

there.  They always enjoy the treasure hunt that they take part in around the church and it always 

generates plenty of curiosity about some of the objects they find! I was also invited this year to visit 

the Charlton Beavers where I talked to them about what the church does in the local community.  

This resulted in the Beaver’s making Christmas cards for some of the residents of the Burlington 

care home who may not otherwise have received any cards. I know that these were greatly 

appreciated by the residents and it is great to see the younger members of the community working 

together to bring joy to others.   

Over the coming year, I hope that we can focus on resourcing our young people who are 

approaching or already attending secondary school. Please hold this age group in your prayers as 

we seek how best we can help them to deepen their own faith.  

It goes without saying that prayer is an integral part of any Christian community and the Prayer 

Group continues to meet in church, usually on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 8pm to pray 

together for those causes locally, nationally and internationally that are on our hearts. My thanks 

go to Simon Sheldon for taking over the leadership of this group. If you are unsure of what being a 

member of this group may involve, you are most welcome to come and join us either to pray 

openly or to immerse yourselves in the prayers of others.  
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The church continues to be open, generally from Monday-Thursday 10am – 4pm for those who 

want to seek a quiet space to sit, pray or light a candle, or to spend some time immersing 

themselves in the architectural features of the church building. I am always surprised by just how 

many people pop into the church each day when it is open, including those who visit - many from 

far flung countries - as they have connections with St Nicholas going back many generations. I hear 

some fascinating stories! 

The occasional offices of baptism, weddings and funerals continue to be a large part of my ministry 

within the parish.  It is a privilege to be able to welcome   many families into the community of faith 

here following baptism and it is encouraging that some of our baptism families have continued to 

be a part of our worshipping community.   The number of funerals at which we have been asked 

to officiate this year has decreased, possibly a symptom of the growing trend for “direct cremation”.  

Sadly we have had to say goodbye to a long-standing member of our own congregation who has 

died this year – Kay Stapleton, she will be greatly missed.  May she Rest in Peace and rise in glory.  

As I have said in previous years, this is generally the point at which I would say my thank you’ s to 

various people.  I have learnt that if I try to list all the people I need to thank, I will, inevitably, leave 

out a vital person.  So, I just want to say a very big thank you to everybody who has taken on any 

role within the parish during the past year. The parish could not function as effectively as it does 

without all those who volunteer in any way.  We will be saying some slightly more personal thank 

you’ s at the APCM meeting. 

There is plenty more I could write about what we are planning to do together during the coming 

months. Our community here in Shepperton is but a small part of the body of Christ. We have all 

been gifted different skills and talents by God; let us use those talents as we are called to work 

together to spread the Gospel message and to further the Kingdom of God here in our patch by 

the River Thames. I am excited to see the possibilities and opportunities that God will offer to us 

during the coming year.  

With my love and prayers 

Rev Carole  
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ST NICHOLAS PARISH CENTRE INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

            FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST December 2024 

 

2023  INCOME  2024  2023 EXPENDITURE  2024 

11,215  Commercial  14,079  4129 Gas   13,069 

  3,215  Private     1,470   1848 Electricity    2,024 

      126  Interest         113  3045 Cleaning    3,618 

  2,373  Church & Misc    2,236    282 Water Rates       142 

   200                    Donations                              450    148 Telephone       170 

  (965)  Deficit in 2024                   (4,282)        300   Housekeeping       507 

         653 Refuse Collection      798 

                     7,689 Maintenance    2,302 

            - 

                     

         

                   

18,094               22,630                 18,094               22,630 

 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2024 

Opening Balance 1/1/24   15,997   Nat West current a/c  5,016 

 Deficit for 2024         4,282   Business Reserve             6,699 

         

        

     11,715                  11,715 

 

John Child ( Hon Treasurer) 12.1.25 

Accounts now examined as part of  St Nicholas Church Council account 
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Treasurer’s Report 

2024 Accounts 

 

 

The Tower Appeal was launched towards the end of 2022 and the prospect of raising just over a 

quarter of a million pounds seemed a very daunting prospect.  Thanks to several grants, numerous 

fundraising events, a large donation from the Friends of St Nicholas and the support and generosity 

of the congregation and the wider community, the target was reached and the Appeal closed in 

May 2024 when the final invoice for the building work was paid. 

In October, we held a stewardship campaign asking people to consider whether they were able to 

increase their giving and encouraging those not already doing so, to become regular givers. There 

was a very positive response from existing donors and regular monthly giving has increased. 

However, there are very few new regular givers which is disappointing. We are of course, grateful 

for all contributions but being able to rely on a monthly income is important for budgeting purposes. 

We also joined the Parish Giving Scheme in October. The scheme administers Regular Giving and 

claims the Gift Aid on behalf of the parish at no cost to ourselves. We hope that donors will 

transfer to the scheme as it will reduce the parish workload. 

The PCC agreed to increase our contribution to the Diocesan Common Fund by £5,000 in 2025 

so we will be paying £57,000. The Parish Standard Cost set by the Diocese for 2025 is £99,980. 

This covers clergy salaries, pensions & housing: clergy training & development: services & support 

for parishes. The PCC regrets that our current financial situation does not allow us to cover more 

of that cost. 

We thank everyone who makes a financial contribution to our church and trust that we can count 

on your continued support. 

Managing the finances is a team effort and my thanks go to Fiona, Hilary, Joan, Nicky and Jeremy 

who count and bank cash or keep the stewardship records or submit the Gift Aid claims. They 

have done this ever since I became treasurer 10 years ago and I am so grateful for their support.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Kathy Hodge 

PCC Treasurer 

April 2024 
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St. Nicholas Church Shepperton     (Registered Charity No. 1138021)  
Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2024      

            
Receipts and Payments Account         

            
2023 2023 2023      2024 2024 2024  

General  Restricted Designated      General  Restricted Designated  
£ £ £  Receipts    £ £ £  

46,336 - -  Stewardship   46,841 - -  
6,318 - -  Collections   7,030 - -  
3,823 20,399 -  Donations    3,585 10,712 28  
5,603 33,236 -  Tax Recovered   18,320 11,912 272  
- 35,000 -  Loan received   - - -  
- 69,750 -  Grants received   - 47,260 -  
- - -  Legacies    - - 16,985  
400 358 447  Interest and Income from property - 92 562  

5,228 - -  Fees    4,875 -  
 

3,850 - -  Income from trading and advertising 1,685 - -  

    (Shepperton News and engraved plaques)     
- 17,301 -  Fundraising   4,384 2,103 -  

38 - -  Flowers    - - -  
- 5,000 500  Other incoming resources  - - 500  
- - 17,972  Parish Centre income  - - 18,348  

71,596 181,044 18,919  TOTAL       86,720 72,079 36,695  

            

    Payments       
52,000 - -  Diocesan Fund   52,000 - -  

8246 - -  Salaries    8,346 - -  
3,290 - -  Organists' Fees   3,470 - -  

776 - -  Clergy and Rectory expenses  853 - -  
2,478 - -  Ministry    2,407 - -  
- 50 -  Flowers    - - -  

9,782 152 -  Running expenses   11,358 244 -  
2,692 - -  Utility bills   3,192 - -  
6,336 - -  Cost of trading and advertising  1,274 - -  

    (Shepperton News and engraved plaques)     
20 1,135 -  Cost of fundraising   425 325 -  

180 - 1200  Outward giving   932 - 1,200  

500 - -  

Transfer to Rectory Maintenance 
fund 500 - -  

- - 5,000  Transfer to Fabric Fund  - - -  
- 247,415 -  Repairs, Alterations and Maintenance 299 9,967 -  
- - 18,937  Parish Centre expenditure  - - 22,631  
- - -  Loan repayment   - 35,000 -  
- - -  Loan Interest   - 526 -  

86,300 248,752 25,137  TOTAL       85,056 46,062 23,831  

            

            
-14,704 -67,708 -6,218  Deficit/Surplus     1,664 26,017 12,864  

-2,880    Net loss/profit from Shepperton News 80    
394    Net revenue from supplying plaques 331    
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St. Nicholas Church Shepperton  (Registered Charity Number 1138021)  
Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 31 December 2024    

          

          
Cash Funds    £     

          
Barclays Current Account   21,284     
Barclays Saver Account (1)   19,011     
Barclays Saver Account (2)   40,608     
NatWest Current Account   5,015     
NatWest Deposit Account   6,700     
Petty Cash    124     
Total Funds    92,742     

          

          
Represented by:   £ £     

          
General Fund         
Opening balance   1,710      
Excess of receipts over payments 1,664      
Closing balance                                                                                  3,374     

          
Restricted Funds         
Opening Balance   -14,944      
Excess of receipts over payments 26,017      
Closing balance     11,073     

          
Designated Funds         
Opening balance   65,431      
Excess of receipts over payments 12,864      
Closing balance     78,295     

          
TOTAL FUNDS    92,742     

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

Rev. Carole George  John Child  

Kathy 
Hodge   

Rector   Churchwarden  

PCC 
Treasurer   
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Summary of Restricted/Designated Funds for the Year Ended 31 December 2024 

           

    £     £  
ALMA      Designated-Fabric   
Balance at 1st January 2024  1,654  Balance at 1st January 2024 2,725  
Interest    15  Receipts   17,286  
Balance at 31 December 
2024  1,669  Interest   170  

      Balance at 31/12/2024  20,181  
Churchyard          
Balance at 1st January 2024  1,308  Designated-Maintain Rectory  
Payments    -475  Balance at 1st January 2024 2,198  
Interest    7  Receipts   500  
Balance at 31 December 
2024  840  Interest   23  

      Balance at 31/12/2024  2,721  
Organ and Music          
Balance at 1st January 2024  7,101  Designated-Mission & Ministry  
Payments    -244  Balance at 1st January 2024 44,509  
Interest    58  Payments   -1,200  
Balance at 31 December 
2024  6,915  Interest   369  

       Balance at 31/12/ 2024 43,678  
Tower and Restoration 
Fund         
Balance at 1st January 2024  -25,544  Designated-Parish Centre   
Receipts    71,123  Balance at 1st January 2024 15,998  
Payments    -45,344  Receipts   18,348  

Interest    2  Payments   

-
22,631  

Balance at 31 December 
2024  237  Balance at 31/12/2024 11,715  

            
Bereavement Café          
Balance at 1st January 2024  200       
Receipts    400  RESTRICTED FUNDS 11,073  
Interest    5  DESIGNATED FUNDS 78,295  
Balance at 31 December 
2024  605     89,368  

           
Little Fishes Baby & Toddler Group       
Balance at 1st January 2024  338       
Receipts    302       
Interest    5       
Balance at 31 December 
2024  645       

            
Flowers           
Receipts    162       
Balance at 31 December 
2024  162       
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Outward Giving for the year ended 31 December 2024    

         
General Fund        
Plan International - advances children's rights around the world  180 

Foodbank        752 

         
Designated Funds        
Faith Awareness in Children      1,200 

         
Special Collections        
 
Lent Appeal:         

 Toilet Twinning      180 

 Foodbank       248 
 
Christingle:        

 Children's Society      90 
 
Carol Service:        

 Foodbank       290 

         
Donation from Breakfast Club:      

 Crisis       175 
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Your Meeting Notes 
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